


THE TRANSITION
TO A

LOW-CARBON
ECONOMY MUST

BE FAST, BUT
ALSO FAIR.

Overview

The movement for a just transition is growing.
Renewable energy is critical to achieve the goals of the 

Paris climate agreement and to ensure sustainable 
energy access for all. 

However, the renewable energy sector is increasingly 
associated with serious human rights abuses

The industry must act now to mitigate impacts and 
avoid repeating the mistakes of other energy sectors



• Since 2010, we have identified 197 allegations of human rights abuses 
related to renewable energy projects and asked 127 companies to respond

• Allegations include: killings, threats, and intimidation; land grabs; 
dangerous working conditions, violations of indigenous peoples’ rights

• Allegations have been made in every 
region and across all 5 sub-
sectors of renewable energy

• The region with the highest number of 
allegations is Latin America
(121 allegations, 61% of allegations).

Context



Benchmark Findings

• Nearly half the companies benchmarked scored 
below 10%, with three quarters scoring below 
40%. 

• The average score was just 22%
• This score, while low, is on par with other high-

risk industries such as apparel, agricultural 
products, extractives, and ICT manufacturing. 

• Companies scored particularly poorly on high 
risk issues frequently cited in allegations of 
abuse, such as respect land rights, land 
acquisition, & a just and fair relocation policy.



Supply chain human rights risks
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