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Input presentation

The role of emerging technology to support 
sustainable development in Supply Chains

Rashad Abelson
OECD
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OECD Due Diligence Guidance 
for Responsible Mineral Supply Chains

Objective – To promote responsible investment! 

 Clear, practical recommendations for companies to ensure 
responsible operations and sources of supply:

 No support to non-state armed groups, No “serious abuses” 

 Prevent & mitigate support to public security forces, 
bribery, tax evasion, money-laundering and fraud in supply 
chains 

 Strengthen internal controls, due diligence systems, 
engagement with suppliers (e.g. supplier upgrading)

Principles

 Progressive improvements over time and good faith and 
reasonable efforts promoting constructive engagement with 
suppliers

 Global scope - intended to enable investment and trade in 
conflict-affected and high-risk areas, i.e. no blacklists, no 
embargoes, no protectionism



Due diligence 
challenges 

Accuracy of risk information

Due diligence challenges



Desired outcomes of tech solutions

Cost
efficiency

Transparency of supply 
chain actors and 

practices

Near real-time 
data traceability

Fraud Reduction

Smart contracts

Financial inclusion



Governance
Value chain 
cooperation

Embedding RBC 
due diligence

Interoperability

Standardisation of 
data model

Inclusion of 
informal actors

Asset
digitisation

Potential 
challenges

Data transparency 
vs 

privacyNon-Technical Challenges
Technological Challenges

Challenges in blockchain adoption



Main findings

Blockchain has the potential to provide a near-real time development
of supply chain information, allowing better control in localising risk
hot spots and performing risk mitigation

01

Access to genuine information uploaded throughout the supply chain
means access to verifiable inputs and outputs

02

Blockchain can deliver more transparency and increased accuracy of
supply chain due diligence information enabling a dynamic and
effective due diligence process

03

Development of blockchain initiatives could benefit from multi-
stakeholder cooperation in order to develop consistent and coherent
rules and answer key governance questions

04



Broader considerations and 
recommendations

P o l i c y m a k e r s

• Facilitate governance model development
• Develop clear guidance
• Promote development of standard data

models
• Align policy development and guidance
• Work with other governments and

international organisations

I m p l e m e n t i n g  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s

• Technology should not supplant or replace
other due diligence efforts

• Do not duplicate efforts
• Work together with stakeholders
• Develop a standard data model
• Create a governance model
• Aim for interoperability
• Technology should facilitate market access

for responsible ASM, not act as an additional
barrier
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Input presentation

Digital Solutions for Supply Chain Due Diligence 
-Some business perspectives

Audrey Daluz
KPMG
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Input presentation

Efforts and impact of sustainability in the 
mining sector - Some food for thought

Masuma Farooki
MineHutte
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Chasing Unicorns? 

How able is the mining sector to extract 
responsibly for the green transition?

Reality Check on Responsible Sourcing - Trends, obstacles & opportunities
9 November, 2022 – Re-Sourcing Project Virtual Conference 

Dr. Masuma Farooki

Consulting Director, MineHutte 



»« 23

A legendary creature that is highly 
desirable but difficult to find 

No one is actually sure whether it 
exists or not

Associated with good & purity 

What is a unicorn?
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The Mining Supply Unicorn 
Sustainability & Responsible 

Sourcing
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The Mining Supply Unicorn 
Sustainability & Responsible 

Sourcing
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Monitoring mining company performance
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Monitoring mining company performance



»« 30

Green Transition 
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Green Transition 



Trouble in our Lands



»« 33

Global geo-political risk is real
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Sustainability, yeah sure – we have a report for that! 
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Do we have mineral 
supply in place?
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»« 40

Do we have mineral 
supply in place?



So is a sustainable, 
responsibly extracted 
mineral supply a 
mythical creature –
to be talked about 
but never found?



THANK YOU
for your attention!


